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Introductory

In 2015, as part of the preparations for receiving the title of ‘Green Cap-
ital of Europe 2016’, we designed the BEE PATH, which has since grown 
into a movement; its basic purpose is to maintain a high level of envi-
ronmental awareness, preserve the bees in the urban environment and 
develop beekeeping in Ljubljana. We have created a social network of 
beekeepers, cultural, educational and health organizations, compa-
nies, NGOs and individuals. The Bee Path has become an educational 
program through which we raise awareness of the importance of a ho-
listic and sustainable attitude towards our living environment; in addi-
tion to this, it is an incubator for new business ideas for beekeeping, 
bee products and related services. Thanks to all our efforts, Ljubljana 
was awarded the title of ‘Most Bee-friendly Municipality’ in 2017 and 
2019.
 

In 2017, in the framework of the URBACT program promoting the sus-
tainable and integrated development of European cities in the econom-
ic, social and environmental areas, our Bee Path was recognised as an 
example of good practice, which places it alongside a number of other 
projects in various European cities. This, together with Slovenia’s initi-
ative to declare 20 May as World Bee Day, encouraged our decision to 
participate the following year in the URBACT call for proposals for the 
transfer of good practices to other cities. We formed the BeePathNet 
network – Enriching the Urban Jungle with Bees, which allowed us to 
successfully transfer our experience and good practices to the city of 
Amarante (Portugal), the city of Bydgoszcz (Poland), the city of Cesena 
(Italy), Hegyvidék – XII District of Budapest (Hungary) and the munici-
pality of Nea Propontida (Greece). Together, we developed new ideas 
and approaches.
 

Through urban beekeeping, the BeePathNet, which includes six Euro-
pean cities, set sustainable urban development as one of its highest 
goals and has now become a movement of Bee-friendly cities that we 
are spreading across Europe and beyond.
 

Bees are our friends and indispensable companions throughout life. 
Let’s make sure that we can all live together in a healthy and green en-
vironment!
 

Zoran Janković
Mayor of the City of Ljubljana

Leta 2015 smo v sklopu priprav na naziv zelena prestolnica Evrope 2016 
zasnovali ČEBELJO POT, ki je v zadnjih letih prerasla v gibanje, katerega 
osnovni namen je ohraniti visoko okoljsko ozaveščenost, ohraniti čebe-
le v urbanem okolju in razvijati čebelarstvo v Ljubljani. Stkali smo druž-
beno mrežo čebelarjev, kulturnih, izobraževalnih in zdravstvenih orga-
nizacij, podjetij, nevladnih organizacij, pa tudi posameznikov. Čebelja 
pot je postala izobraževalni program, s katerim ozaveščamo o celovitem 
in trajnostnem odnosu do svojega življenjskega okolja; hkrati pa je tudi 
inkubator novih podjetniških idej na področju čebelarstva ter čebeljih 
pridelkov in storitev. Zaradi vseh naših prizadevanj smo v letih 2017 in 
2019 prejeli naziv Čebelam najbolj prijazna občina. 

Leta 2017 je program URBACT, ki spodbuja trajnostni in celostni razvoj 
evropskih mest na ekonomskem, družbenem in okoljskem področju, 
našo Čebeljo pot razglasil za dobro prakso in jo postavil ob bok števil-
nim vsebinam različnih evropskih mest. Tudi v luči slovenske pobude za 
razglasitev 20. maja za svetovni dan čebel smo se leto kasneje odločili 
za kandidaturo na razpisu URBACT za prenos dobre prakse v druga mes-
ta. Oblikovali smo mrežo BeePathNet – Obogatimo urbano džunglo s 
čebelami, v okviru katere smo naše izkušnje in dobre prakse uspešno 
prenesli v mesta Amarante (Portugalska), Bydgoszcz (Poljska), Cesena 
(Italija), Hegyvidék – XII. okrožje Budimpešte (Madžarska) in Nea Pro-
pontida (Grčija). Skupaj smo razvili še nove ideje in pristope.

Mreža BeePathNet šestih evropskih mest si je preko urbanega čebelar-
stva za enega svojih najvišjih ciljev postavila sonaraven urbani razvoj in 
je danes že postala »gibanje čebelam prijaznih mest«, ki ga širimo po 
Evropi in preko njenih meja.

Čebele so naše prijateljice in nepogrešljive sopotnice skozi življenje. 
Poskrbimo, da bomo vsi skupaj živeli v kakovostnem in zelenem okolju.
 

Zoran Janković
župan Mestne občine Ljubljana

Enriching 
the Urban Jungle 
with Bees!

Obogatimo urbano džunglo 
s čebelami!

Bees only live in a healthy environment 
and urban beekeeping is only possible 
in cities that offer a friendly habitat for 
them and other pollinators. Ljubljana, 
as the European Green Capital of 2016, 
is certainly one of these: a green, well-
maintained, clean, safe and friendly city 
where, in the urban context, we have 
managed to create good living conditions 
for these small creatures – bees.

Čebele živijo le v zdravem okolju in urbano 
čebelarstvo je mogoče le v mestih, ki 
ponujajo čebelam in drugim opraševalcem 
prijazen življenjski prostor. In Ljubljana, 
zelena prestolnica Evrope 2016, to 
zagotovo je. Zeleno, urejeno, čisto, varno 
in prijazno mesto, v katerem smo sredi 
urbanega okolja ustvarili pogoje, ki 
omogočajo kakovostno življenje tudi tem 
drobnim bitjem – čebelam. 
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Intense urbanization and agricultural practic-
es, heavy use of pesticides and insecticides, 
loss of natural resources and habitats for bees 
and other pollinators, decrease of fauna bio-
diversity and air pollution together with the 
impact of climate change, is the situation we 
are facing in the 21st century. 

Residents of rural and urban areas in particu-
lar are increasingly concerned about our future 
and what needs to be done to reduce or elimi-
nate the adverse effects of all the above men-
tioned stressors. There are many challenges 
and the most popular are raising awareness 
on the quality of the environment, initiation 
of activities in relation to the environment, the 
use of local products and maintenance of bio-
diversity.

In a previous project, the BEE PATH project, the 
City of Ljubljana successfully addressed sever-
al of the above challenges, and received an 
award for its Good Practice. It was only a mat-
ter of time for this good practice to be dissem-
inated in other cities and countries, initially 
in Europe, and eventually, who knows, maybe 
even around the world. 

With the BeePathNet project, Ljubljana’s 
good practice started its travel in the rest of 
the world. But in fact, this same project also 
brought the whole world of bees to the notice 
of the citizens in a nutshell, through a pleas-
ant, enthusiastic, creative, imaginary, pros-
perous, participatory approach. 

Slovenia is very dedicated to beekeeping. 
Beekeeping is deeply rooted among Slovenes 
and is part of our national identity. Slovenian 
beekeepers are mostly hobbyists and have an 
average of 15 bee colonies. Beekeepers take 
great care of their families and on average 
they harvest 15 kg of honey per hive. Sloveni-
an customers recognize the value of domestic 
honey, so beekeepers sell 80% of their honey 
directly to final consumers.

The Slovene specialty are also apiaries with 
painted beehive panels that are part of our 
cultural heritage and which are an important 
part of beekeeping tourism, which has been 
developing in the recent period. We are proud 
that we are pioneers in this field and that there 
are more and more tourists who come to Slo-
venia that want to see beehives, bees and also 
taste our honey.

Slovenian beekeepers are also well organized 
and are members of beekeeping societies, 
which are merged into the Slovenian Beekeep-
ers’ Association. The aim of the association is 
transferring knowledge and solving the vari-
ous problems and challenges that beekeepers 
face. In addition, SBA carries out many promo-
tional projects with which it informs the gen-
eral public about the importance of bees, bee 
products and the importance of preserving 
nature. For this purpose, every third Friday in 
November, we organize a traditional Slovenian 
breakfast, which is organized in all kindergar-
tens and primary schools, and in which locally 
produced food is promoted.

The most important project, which we started 
in Slovenia, is the World Bee Day, whose initia-
tor was the SBA and is used to raise awareness 
about:

1.	 the importance of bees in the environment, 
2.	 the fact that bees and other pollinators are 

under threat globally and 

what we as individuals or society as a whole 
can do to improve the chances of the survival 
of bees in the future. We are pleased to share 
our most successful campaigns with others, 
because we want other organizations to use 
them to solve their challenges, because we 
believe that their success will enable us to 
maintain the environment unspoiled for our 
children.

PhD Peter Kozmus
the President of the 
Council for Beekeeping 
at the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry 
and Food of the 
Republic of Slovenia 
and the vice-president 
of APIMONDIA

PhD Fani Hatjina
the President of 
APIMONDIA’s Bee 
Health Scientific 
Commission and the 
ULG coordinator for 
Nea Propontida

It was not only the type of modules and the 
areas of consideration that made this experi-
ence unique, but also the establishment of an 
active partnership in each city and among the 
cities. Several high value characteristics were 
identified:

•	 Not only the bees, but also the beekeep-
ers, the guardians of bees, were brought to 
the attention of other citizens. 

•	 Beekeepers together with other citizens 
gained knowledge, and the bee products 
gained more respect and a lot of recogni-
tion.

•	 Citizens not only demanded services from 
their Municipality, but they also started 
working with the municipality to achieve 
the same goals.

•	 Citizens were suggesting ideas, initiating 
actions and applying the bottom – up ap-
proach. 

•	 Volunteering, awareness and participation 
for the common good were achieved. 

•	 New ideas and entrepreneurship were 
developed. 

•	 Wide stakeholders’ groups were mobilized, 
wider than in any other study or initiative, 
given that educators, producers and grow-
ers, sale workers, sale managers, shop 
owners, scientists, cultural clubs, students 
and pupils were involved. 

Slovenia, a great place for bees Bee Paths – From Ljubljana to the world – 
The world of bees in a nutshell
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As part of the activities connected to Ljubljana being named the Green 
Capital of Europe 2016, we established the BEE PATH in May 2015. It 
grew from day to day and now has 43 members from educational and 
cultural institutions, to health-care centres and economic entities and, 
of course, beekeepers and beekeeping associations. In the beginning 
it was meant to be just an educational path, but it grew to be so much 
more: it is a movement, a network of likeminded people caring for the 
wellbeing of bees in the city with very diverse activities. It represents 
the bridge between obtaining food self-sufficiency and biodiversity and 
encourages people to live responsibly and environmentally healthy. 
During the years it started to address specific urban topics – swarm 
management and development of IT technology regarding the bees in 
the city. It also spread to the field of scientific research – pollen diver-
sity of urban honey.

In 2017 URBACT rewarded the BEE PATH with the Good Practice Award. 
This acknowledgement gave Ljubljana the opportunity to transfer (UR-
BACT III – Transfer Network) its good practice into five EU cities cover-
ing the majority of climate conditions for beekeeping, various types of 
bees, as well as different situations related to the perception of bees 
among the general public. The very diverse yet excellent results in part-
ner cities of Amarante (Portugal), Bydgoszcz (Poland), Cesena (Italy), 
Hegyvidék – XII District of Budapest (Hungary) and Nea Propontida 
(Greece), confirmed the transferability of the BEE PATH good practice.

Through raising awareness of the importance 
of bees, and hand in hand with everybody liv-
ing and acting in the cities, we are contribut-
ing to a cleaner and greener environment, and 
also to the preservation of natural resources 
and biodiversity. 

To support the holistic transformation into 
green sustainable cities process in other cities 
we, together with partners, developed two key 
tools. First are the transfer modules guidelines 
“The evolution steps toward a Bee-friendly 
city” where you will find the description of the 
BeePathNet partnership transfer journey and 
detailed instructions for the development of 
urban beekeeping. We also “built up” the li-
brary with thematic newsletters on Biodiversi-
ty, Education, Awareness raising, Tourism, the 
World Bee Day celebration 2020 and partner 
cities’ Bee paths. This final book in front you 
will enable you to get the overall view of the 
results that this partnership achieved. 

Enjoy!

It was an honour for me to act as an ULG Co-
ordinator in one of the transfer Municipalities, 
in Nea Propontida – Greece, a smaller one in 
terms of population and I can confirm that the 
»transfer process« of the good practice was 
an enlightening experience. Being involved in 
different areas and modules and participating 
in events, I had a chance to increase my own 
knowledge but also to be amazed by the solu-
tions and ideas that were generated in each 
municipality and country!

Still the higher value of a transfer process can 
be found in the subject matter to be trans-
ferred. When the transfer knowledge and the 
ideas brought to the attention of the citizens 
are new, refreshing, useful, pretty and eco-
nomically viable solutions, the acceptance is 
always high. As a scientist, I was inevitably 
looking at all subjects through the »lens of a 
microscope«: from the structure of the educa-
tional programs and the materials to be used 
to the historical facts; from the terminology 
used for the diverse plants and pollinators 
species to the biology of the bees even in 
relationship to the safety features; from the 
economic aspects of apitouristic development 
to awareness campaigns and citizens’ mobili-
zation; all had a scientifically sound base and 
perspective. And maybe because of this sci-
entific background in all aspects of the good 
practice, the transfer was successful and it will 
be continued in the years to come.

Urban beekeeping in practice: 
five EU cities successfully transferred Ljubljana’s 
good practice and evolved further

From Ljubljana’s BEE PATH through BeePathNet 
and further

2
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‘Od cveta 
do cveta, 

čebelica leta!’
‘The bees go 
buzzing one 

by one’
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Od dediščine 
do urbanega

Where heritage 
meets urban

BREZPLAČNA BROŠURA
FREE BROCHURE

www.ljubljana.si/sl/cebela-v-ljubljani

Čebelja pot 
v Ljubljani

The Bee Path 
in Ljubljana

ČEBELJA POT / BEE PATH

Od dediščine do urbanega
Where heritage meets urban

  40 min / 3 km

1 Slovenski etnografski muzej
Slovene Ethnographic Museum
Metelkova ulica 2

2 B&B Hotel Ljubljana Park
Tabor 9

3 Medex (Trgovina /Shop)
Miklošičeva cesta 30

4 Pri kolovratu (Gostilna /Guesthouse)
Ciril-Metodov trg 14

5 Ika (Trgovina /Shop)
Ciril-Metodov trg 13

6 Stolnica sv. Nikolaja
Cathedral of St. Nicholas
Dolničarjeva ulica 1

7 Osrednja ljubljanska tržnica
Ljubljana Central Market
Pogačarjev trg 1, Adamič-Lundrovo nabrežje 2-7

8 Trubar
Okrepčevalnica in slaščičarna
Snack bar and sweet shop
Trubarjeva cesta 53

ČEBELJA POT / BEE PATH

‘Od cveta do cveta, čebelica leta!’
‘The bees go buzzing one by one’

  1 h 50 min / 7,50 km

1 Botanični vrt Univerze v Ljubljani 
University Botanic Gardens Ljubljana
Ižanska cesta 15

2 Plečnikova hiša
Plečnik house
Karunova ulica 4-6

3 Cankarjev dom
Prešernova cesta 10

4 Stojišče za čebele v Parku Tivoli
Beehives in Tivoli Park
46.0524, 14.4925

5 Narodni muzej Slovenije
National Museum of Slovenia
Muzejska ulica 1

6 Drevored avtohtonih malih jesenov 
na Slovenski cesti
Tree-line of autochthonous flowering 
ashes on the Slovenska cesta Road

7 Mestna hranilnica Ljubljanska
City Savings Bank of Ljubljana
Čopova ulica 3

8 Medarska ulica
Medarska ulica Street

9 Stolnica sv. Nikolaja
Cathedral of St. Nicholas
Dolničarjeva ulica 1

10 Ljubljanski grad
Ljubljana Castle
Grajska planota 1

V smeri proti Botaničnemu vrtu sledimo 
oznakam »Botanični vrt UL«, v nasprotni smeri 
proti Ljubljanskem gradu pa oznakam  
»Pot Fleischmannovega rebrinca«.
In direction towards the Botanic gardens,  
we follow the »University Botanic gardens« signs, 
in opposite direction towards the Ljubljana Castle, 
we follow the »Fleischmann’s Parsnip path«.





We are pleased to give you all the
information of Amarante’s Bee
Path and of all the other touristic
points, so you can enjoy and get to
know our city through all your

Forest ParkThis park has more than 100 years,
created to reforest our mountains.
Nowadays, it one of the parks most
sought after by families. And for
insects too, specially with the
insects hotel that BeePathNet
project installed there.

The Agrifood market it's open every
wednesday and saturday and can
offer you bee products such as
honey, pollen, royal jelly but also
seeds of native honey plants to
beautify your home and garden.

Forest Park

BeePathNet garden

Dolmen’s mission is to promote the
development of the region in an
integrated perspective, based on
the preservation of our knowledge,
flavors and values. Between these
flavors you can find several types of
honey.

The right place to decompress and
to relieve the burden of respiratory,
rheumatic and MSD. Stay to Talk
joined Termas de Amarate to offer
an unique and sensory experience
related to honey.

We are pleased to give you all the
information of Amarante’s Bee
Path and of all the other touristic
points, so you can enjoy and get to
know our city through all your

Future Honey Interpretive Center,
where will be possible to interact
and discover the whole process of
honey, equipping these facilities
in order to allow to receive visits
and communication / training
actions on honey and beekeeping.

These structures consist of large
stone fences designed to protect
the swarms of bees from the main
predators, which in the past would
have been the badger and the
brown bear.

We would like you to look at our
BeePathNet Garden and look for
melliferous plants, right in the city
center, representing for us all the
work that has been done in
adapting the urban beekeeping
concept to Amarante.

Runas is a brand of craft mead,
very committed with the creation of
new products, that uses local
honey that guaranteesthe quality
of the final products. Runas also
runs workshops to teach how to
produce homemade mead.

This is an active apiary in the
Marão mountains. You can learn
more about the beekeeping in
Amarante and look around to see
the native plants and understand
how they influence the honey
production.

In the spring, the museum's roof
houses swarms that look for shelter
there. One by one, the bees settle
under the underlay and only leave
there to work.

FOREST PARK

MUNICIPAL MARKET

INTERACTIVE TOURISM STORE

DOLMEN SHOP

THERMAL OF AMARANTE

COLMEIA DO MARÃO

ANCIENT APIARY

BEEPATHNET GARDEN

RUNAS HIDROMEL

APIARY

AMADEO'S HIVES

We are pleased to give you all the
information of Amarante’s Bee Path
and of all the other touristic points,
so you can enjoy and get to know
our city through all your senses.






